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What is the role of a lawyer?



HOW?



Lawyer’s 
livelihood 
depends 
on…



Rule # 1: Be Clear

CLARITY and PRECISION AVOIDS MISUNDERSTANDING



Rule # 1: Be Clear

CLARITY and 
PRECISION AVOIDS 

MISUNDERSTANDING



Rule #2:  Be Ambiguous

AMBIGUITY = ESCAPE



Ambiguity = Trap 



Rule # 3:  Be Detailed

https://www.elitereaders.com/16-photos-spot-the-hidden-details/





The Missing Dollar Paradox

• 3 lawyers go to a hotel.
• Cost of the hotel is $30.
• Each pays $10.
• Mistake is made and the cost is actually $25.
• $5 refund is given to bell hop to take back to the lawyers.
• Each lawyer takes back $1.
• Which means each lawyer paid $10-$1 = $9
• Bell hop given $2 in tip.
• $9 X 3 lawyers = $27 + $2 tip = $29.
• Where’s the other dollar?



Being Detailed Avoids Being Duped



Rule # 4:  Be Broad



Broad

• Big Picture = Context

• Boundaries



Rule # 5:  Anticipate

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MWssn2ONZFo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MWssn2ONZFo


Remember the Past



In Summary

Start Broadly: Provide Clear Context 
and Boundaries

Details: account 
for ambiguity

Anticipate: Based on 
History

DECISION



REAL EXAMPLES



BROAD V. DETAILED

1. An apparatus for obstructing gaps positioned proximate a 
car seat in an automobile comprising: 
a. an elongated member having a casing and a core, the core 
being enclosed within the casing, the core having a pliable 
character; and 
b. a slot provided toward an end region, the slot having a 
longitudinal length, the slot extending through the elongated 
member and being encircled by the core and casing of the 
elongated member, and wherein the slot provides 
engagement to a safety belt receiving component when 
properly positioned adjacent the car seat to permit the 
elongated member to slide along a central console during 
longitudinal motion of the car seat, wherein the end region is 
longer than the longitudinal length of the slot.

U.S. Patent No. 8,267,291



CLEAR V. AMBIGUOUS

8. An apparatus adapted to be disposed in an automotive vehicle between a 
seat and a central console of the automotive vehicle, comprising: 
a. an elongated member including a casing having a top, a bottom, and a pair 
of opposed first and second sides, the casing enclosing a core, the first side 
adapted to abut the seat and the second side adapted to abut the central 
console, the elongated member configured to slide along the central console 
during longitudinal motion of the seat; and 
b. a slot encircled by the casing and the core, and extending between the 
bottom and top of the elongated member in a generally vertical attitude 
normal to both the bottom and the top and aligned longitudinally when 
placed in the vehicle and adapted to receive a seatbelt component having 
one end anchored to a side of the seat, wherein the slot provides 
engagement to the seatbelt component when properly positioned adjacent 
the car seat to permit the elongated member to slide along the central 
console during longitudinal motion of the seat, wherein the slot is generally 
oval in shape when engaged with the seatbelt component.

U.S. Patent No. 8,267,291



ANTICIPATION

14. An apparatus for use in an automotive vehicle having a central console 
extending alongside a seat, comprising: 
a. an elongated member including a casing of a first material enclosing a core 
of a second material having a first portion adapted to be pressed against the 
central console positioned adjacent to the seat, and a second portion 
adapted to be pressed against the seat when the elongated member is 
positioned in a gap defined between the central console and the seat; and 
b. a slot extending through the casing and the core of the elongated member, 
and adapted to receive a safety belt receiving component having a first end 
coupled to the seat and a second free end, wherein the slot is configured to 
allow the free end of the safety belt receiving component to pass through the 
slot and wherein the slot is conformable around the safety belt receiving 
component, and wherein the slot provides engagement to the safety belt 
receiving component when properly positioned adjacent to the seat, wherein 
the slot has an open configuration when engaged with the safety belt 
receiving component and a partially closed configuration when disengaged 
from the safety belt receiving component.

U.S. Patent No. 8,267,291



Conclusion

➢Know your audience.
➢Anticipate your issues.
➢Be ambiguously clear.
➢Be broadly detailed.

"Lawyer jokes" by mikemac29 is licensed under CC BY-NC 2.0.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/19269532@N00/280289212
https://www.flickr.com/photos/19269532@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/?ref=openverse


Digging DEAPTM
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